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SHARK ATTACK — ESPERANCE 
Statement by Minister for Fisheries 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Fisheries) [2.11 pm]: I rise to inform the house of the McGowan 
government’s response to the fatal shark in Esperance that occurred last Friday. On 9 October 2020, the Department 
of Primary Industries and Regional Development received a report that at approximately 10.45 am, a male surfer 
had been involved in a serious shark bite incident at Kelp Beds surf break near Esperance. Response agencies, 
including Western Australia Police Force, St John Ambulance, DPIRD, Volunteer Marine Rescue Western Australia, 
Surf Life Saving WA, the Shire of Esperance, the Department of Transport and the Southern Ports Authority 
mobilised resources to the site, where a marine search and rescue operation commenced. Fisheries officers from 
Albany and Perth were also deployed to support operations. Unfortunately, search and rescue efforts were 
unsuccessful in locating the surfer. 

I would like to acknowledge and extend my thanks and admiration to the first responders and the search and rescue 
personnel, including volunteers, for their efforts in very difficult circumstances. I was pleased to extend to some 
of them in person my thanks and admiration when I arrived in Esperance on Sunday evening. 
I also note that a number of people were in the water and onshore at the time of this incident and I am very keen 
to ensure that they receive professional support services if they are required. The Department of Communities has 
been in constant contact with officials on the ground to offer any assistance that may be required. 
We now know that the victim of this attack was popular Esperance local Mr Andrew Sharpe. I send my deep 
condolences to Mr Sharpe’s family and friends and the broader Esperance community following this tragic incident. 
I was privileged to be welcomed by Mr Sharpe’s family and his partner, Melissa Parsons, to their home to talk 
with them and I thank them for sharing with me their thoughts and views at a time of such immense grief. 
On Monday, I met with the Shire of Esperance and key community groups to hear from them a range of diverse views 
about potential or proposed shark mitigation strategies. I note the McGowan government’s shark hazard mitigation 
strategy is the most comprehensive in Australia. It includes the VR4 shark monitoring network, shark warning towers, 
the SharkSmart website and app, more than 1 000 beach emergency number—BEN—signs and a subsidy of up to $200 
for approved personal shark deterrent devices. I have undertaken to consider the views of the Esperance community 
about what further mitigation strategies might be considered and to make recommendations to the Premier and cabinet 
as appropriate after I have received the appropriate advice following an investigation and the department’s consideration. 
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